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A Scenic Panorama
Forest City Pool & Patio creates a ‘one-of-a-kind’ installation in Dorchester, Ontario
by Jason Cramp
ith the illusion of floating above the ground
while being fed by a stream to form a mountainside lake, this translucent inground free-form
pool by Forest City Pool & Patio Inc., in
London, Ontario, is an achievement by any standards.
Built for a client in the town of Dorchester, in
southwestern Ontario, the concrete pool, which measures
9.1 m x 15.2 m (30 ft. x 50 ft.), with a depth of 2.7 m (9
ft.), is located on a 40.4 hectare (100 acre) farm along the
Thames river and was designed to be a ‘one of a kind’
installation.
The site where the swimming pool was being installed
offered perfect surface conditions – a gentle slope away from
the house – allowing Forest City to create such a unique
installation, but it was underneath the ground where special
consideration had to be given.
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“There was extensive ground water and soil conditions
consistng of gravel and clay,” explained the company’s Tim
Wood. “To solve the ground water issue, we installed a sump
well 3.7 m (12 ft.) below the finished pool. The pool’s
equipment was also housed in an equipment vault buried 2.4 m
(8 ft.) underground, beneath the waterfall, to protect the shell
of the pool when the pool is empty.”

The Client Wanted Distinction
To give the pool the distinction the client wanted,
Forest City Pool & Patio included a 4.8 m (16 ft.)
A great amount of time was invested in designing the negative
edge and equipment vault to insure that the water feature would
meet the customer’s expectations. A control system was also
used to operate the negative edge along with the other features
of the pool.
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vanishing edge, two large natural stone waterfalls, a spillover pool-side spa at the top of the waterfall, and fiberoptic lighting.
“A great amount of time was invested in designing the
negative edge and equipment vault to insure that the water
feature would meet the
customer’s expectations,”
stated Wood. “To do this
we used 15.2 cm (6 in.)
SCH40 PVC piping and a
10-horsepower pump,
while the spillover hot tub
used the limestone
waterfall to recirculate its
water. All these elements
increased the importance
of accurate pipe sizing,
placement and quality of
plumbing.”
The exterior walls of the swimming
pool were constructed by forming and
pouring 20.3 cm (8 in.) thick concrete
walls with the footing stepping up as
required for the pool floor, which also
incorporates an in-floor cleaning system.
The interior of the pool has a DLW
Delifol finish and the perimeter is
finished in 5 cm x 30.4 cm (2 in. x 12 in.)
stone coping, with a coloured, textured
concrete deck surrounding the entire
installation. Limestone and other types
of rock are also used as accents around
the yard.
“We chose the DLW delifol finish for
the interior of the swimming pool because
of its superior quality and the long term
investment return for the homeowner,”
explained Wood. “This finish protects the
integrity of the structure and comes in a
variety of colours and features a nice
smooth surface.”

The site where the swimming pool was being installed
offered perfect surface conditions – a gentle slope away
from the house – allowing Forest City to create such a
unique installation.

Many ‘Bells & Whistles’
To control the many ‘bells and
whistles’ of this unique installation, Forest
City Pool & Patios used automation
controls from Jandy, which allow the user
to run the pool in the following
combinations: pool running, pool running
with negative edge water feature on, pool
running with spa running and spilling down
waterfall into pool and pool running with
negative edge water feature on and waterfall
on.
For sanitation, a Goldline Aqua Rite
electronic chlorine generator from
Hayward Pool Products Canada Inc., was
installed so the homeowner would not have
to worry about buying, mixing or storing
chlorine.
Helping with this project was Carlos
Barbosa Concrete (pool decking), Upper
Canada Landscape (waterfalls) and
Wellington Gardens (landscaping). PSM
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